Acts Study - Week 8

Nov 6 - Day 5

Approaching God
Read this portion of Psalm 40 and respond to God with an opening prayer
Many, LORD my God, are the wonders you have done, the things you planned for us. None can
compare with you; were I to speak and tell of your deeds, they would be too many to declare.
Sacrifice and oﬀering you did not desire— but my ears you have opened — burnt oﬀerings and sin
oﬀerings you did not require. Then I said, “Here I am, I have come— it is written about me in the
scroll. I desire to do your will, my God; your law is within my heart.” (Psalm 40:5-8)
Opening Prayer: “Lord, I want to learn to read your scriptures in a personal way, so that they are
words written not about others, but to me, and the result is not information crammed into my
head, but behavior - love, service, and generosity animated by faith.”

Acts 20:1-16
Passage Introduction: Paul in Macedonia & Greece
Paul Completes His Ministry in Greece. Paul made a final visit to the churches of Macedonia and
Achaia, spending the winter in Corinth.

Bible Reading, Study & Meditation
Start with Engaging the Text: Take a few minutes to highlight, circle, or underline key words.
Use the space in
the margin to jot
down notes, or
themes/ideas
that stand out as
important.

Acts 20:1-16 - 1 When the uproar had ended, Paul sent for the
disciples and, after encouraging them, said goodbye and set out for
Macedonia. 2 He traveled through that area, speaking many words
of encouragement to the people, and finally arrived in Greece, 3
where he stayed three months. Because some Jews had plotted
against him just as he was about to sail for Syria, he decided to go
back through Macedonia. 4 He was accompanied by Sopater son of
Pyrrhus from Berea, Aristarchus and Secundus from Thessalonica,
Gaius from Derbe, Timothy also, and Tychicus and Trophimus from
the province of Asia. 5 These men went on ahead and waited for us
at Troas. 6 But we sailed from Philippi after the Festival of
Unleavened Bread, and five days later joined the others at Troas,
where we stayed seven days. 7 On the first day of the week we
came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people and,
because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until
midnight. 8 There were many lamps in the upstairs room where we
were meeting. 9 Seated in a window was a young man named
Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talked on and
on. When he was sound asleep, he fell to the ground from the third

Notes:

story and was picked up dead. 10 Paul went down, threw himself on
the young man and put his arms around him. “Don’t be alarmed,” he
said. “He’s alive!” 11 Then he went upstairs again and broke bread
and ate. After talking until daylight, he left. 12 The people took the
young man home alive and were greatly comforted. 13 We went on
ahead to the ship and sailed for Assos, where we were going to take
Paul aboard. He had made this arrangement because he was going
there on foot. 14 When he met us at Assos, we took him aboard and
went on to Mitylene. 15 The next day we set sail from there and
arrived oﬀ Chios. The day after that we crossed over to Samos, and
on the following day arrived at Miletus. 16 Paul had decided to sail
past Ephesus to avoid spending time in the province of Asia, for he
was in a hurry to reach Jerusalem, if possible, by the day of
Pentecost.

Questions for Reflection & Meditation

• What does this passage today show me about God for which I can thank or praise him?

• What does this passage tell me about people, myself, my neighbor, or perhaps humanity in
general?

• What is driving Paul forward in his journey (20:13-16)? Why might that be significant?

Key Takeaway:

What truth do I most need to remember from today’s passage? How would this truth change my life if I
took it seriously? Why might God be bringing this truth to your attention today?

Close in Prayer:
1. Rejoice: - What did God show me today that I can rejoice in?
2. Repent: - What did God reveal that I need to confess or repent of?
3. Requests: - What prayer requests do I have as a result of my time with God today?

